Sustain Mid-Maine Coalition

Steering Committee Meeting

Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Members present:  Mike Roy, Doug Carnick, Sally Harwood, Elery Keene, John Joseph, Iver Lofving, Jim Wood, Linda Woods

Introduction of interim coordinator for Sustain Mid-Maine

Linda Woods began in this part-time position on Monday, September 14. An outline of funding for this position was presented.

Committee Reports

Energy, John Joseph

John is connecting KVCC and Thomas College in a feasibility study of wind and solar power.  Once this is functioning, area teachers will have access for either site or virtual tours.   More information will be presented to this sub-committee on Tuesday, September 22 at 5:00 in the ITT Room.  

John is also working on residential energy audit.  Dale McCormick and Joanne Choate will be providing further information for this sub-committee on Thursday, September 24 at 5:00 in the REM board room which is on the second floor of the REM building (Stearns Building).  If you enter the building from Main Street, use the stairs on the left side of the corridor and look north for the room.

A third sub-committee is working on a community-industrial link.

Transportation, Jim Wood
Jim is in the process of finalizing a comprehensive map of the Waterville area that will include bus routes as well as bike paths and walking trails.  It was discussed to look for sponsors to cover the expense of these maps.  The next meeting is Thursday, September 17 at the KVCoG Building (on College Ave.).

Education, Iver Lofving

Skowhegan High School Green Club members cleaned a local conservation area, and  Lawrence High School Gang Green will be doing maintenance work at the Benton Rotary Trail.   Jamie Nemecek is creating a list of other environmental groups at local schools.  It is hoped to connect these groups.  Iver will be speaking at a 350 Fair at the Farmington Community Center on October 24 at 11:00.  Instead of trying to create a green curriculum for public schools, the Education Committee is planning to host monthly educational programs for interested community members.  More about this will be discussed at the next meeting Thursday, October 8 at 6:00 at Grand Central Café.

Solid Waste, Sally Harwood
Beginning on October 1, Ross Nason and Bob Gilcrest will be co-chairs of this committee.  This group has arranged for The Story of Stuff to be shown periodically at Railroad Square Cinema.   They will be hosting a compost workshop at Barrels in the fall and will be circulating a brochure about recycling e-waste.  They are looking to do more recycling through Skills Inc. and will be writing a grant application to purchase a baler.  

It was suggested that all committee meetings be held in the same location.  Some members have had trouble locating the meetings.  If committee chairs would like to use the ITT Room or the Mayor’s Conference Room, they are to contact Amanda (680-4204) to reserve the space.  
A Catalyst Reunion is in the planning stages. 

The next meeting will be Tuesday, October 13 at 6:00 in the ITT Room. 

