Local Gardening Committee Minutes

October 6, 2009 5:30 PM

Members Present:  Stu Silverstein,  Ellen Tompkins, June & Dan L’Heureux Cindy Owings, Al Haury, Jane Bird,  Nancy Emery, Angela Bouchard, Caragh Fitzgerald, Meg Richards

1. Scheduling meetings is difficult even though Tuesdays at 5:30 is the norm.  Stu welcomes suggestions for a better time/day.  Being at the meeting allows people to have a say in what decisions are made.

2. It is time to sign up for plots for next year.  If you would like to keep the same plot, that is fine.  To keep the same plot, contact Stu by e-mail.  The fee will continue to be $10.  If someone wants to give more, that will be accepted. The money goes to Parks & Rec Dept. of Waterville.  It is being held there in a separate account specifically for the garden.  There is a record of what money there was and what has been spent.  Fedco and Johnny’s are willing to help.
3. Watch the Yahoo site for meetings, reminders, and notes.  Stu also sends personal reminders.

4. A question was asked about how to find people to occupy the empty spaces.  Stu doesn’t see this as a problem.

5. There is no expansion space on North Street.  The hope is to have future sites within neighborhoods.  Cindy & Meg went to Moor(e?) St. (the corner of  Pine St. in the South end).  They talked to individuals both door-to-door and on the street.  There was only one man who seemed opposed to the idea of locating a garden in this spot.  Cindy has a list of interested people.  Most of the reaction was positive with people offering to help.  Stu likes Kelsey St. as a potential site as well.  It is bigger than Moor St.  He also suggested a strip of land on Western Ave by the park as a possible site.  Stu hopes to construct a greenhouse in Sherwin Park.  Meg will work to develop interest in this garden spot.  She and Cindy will talk to the South End Neighborhood Association.  

6. Stu told of his recent trip to NYC where he saw their community gardens.  He hopes to add a new garden every year to Waterville.
7. Matt Skehan wonders when people are going to clean up the North St. gardens.  Please clean up the gardens at the appropriate time.  The easiest cover crop for winter is spring oats. Winter rye is more difficult.  The deadline for these crops is Oct. 15.  You can purchase feed oats at Agway.  Be sure they are not crushed or cracked.   If your soil had blight, that is not a major problem.  It does not produce a seed that will survive over winter.  The only potential problem is a missed potato, but that is a long shot.

8. Stu will contact Erin about the grant she was writing.
9. A discussion followed about vandalism at the various gardens spots.  Fortunately, this was not much of a problem.

10. Comments from those on attendance were all positive except for the blight.

The garden generated a lot of interest.  People gathered when Meg was tending her garden.

            Does the sign at North St. mention Sustain Mid-Maine?
11.   Steve and Linda are working on grant possibilities.   

12. Education and outreach are important.  If people were educated about the benefits of eating garden produce, there would be more interest in the garden.  There were a lot of people at the Barrel’s Open House.  Erin passed out the brochure.  Meg will set up a Facebook page for Sustain Mid-Maine Coalition to generate more interest.

13. Caragh will sponsor programs to promote community gardening. She will do this in March on basic veg gardening and in April on organic gardening.  This might be possible at Barrels (except it is not handicapped accessible).

14. Cindy hopes to show The Garbage Revolution.  Stu will look into this.

15. Cindy will create a master list of who has which plot.

If people have not cleaned up their plots, Stu will be contacting you.        

The next meeting will be at a time in late winter/early spring.

Until then, the committee will stay in touch via Yahoo and Facebook.

