First of all, I'd like to thank everyone who's been involved in their contin ued efforts in
finding my daughter, Ayla. A special thanks to the residents of Wateville that came together to
offer a reward for information leading to Ayla’s return. | am pleased with the amount of
resources being expended from all departments of law enforcement. Until now, | have not
participated in any interviews for { don’t want to in any way hinder the investigation.

However, it is important that the public hear it from me personally that | have no idea
what happened to Ayla and that 1 am not hiding. | have been in full cooperation with everyone
in this effort, including not adding additional media hype.

| would never do anything to hurt my child. The questions of Ayla’s arm or bruises or
anything else being said are simply ludicrous. | would never want anyone to spend even a
minute in my shoes. No one should ever have to experience this. It has affected me in more
ways than anyone can imagine.

I have to believe that Ayla is with somebody and | just want that person to find the
courage to do the right thing and find a way to return her safely. Even if that means, dropping
her off at a church, or hospital, or some safe place.. . .

Again, Thank you to everyone in trying to help and thank you to everyone showing your
support! Please don’t give up or lose hope, because that is easy to do. Please be grateful for
what you have. 1know what | don’t have.

The truth is the truth and when the case is solved, it will be out there. Until then, please
try to remain positive and hopeful as 1 remain confident the Ayla will return safely.



