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About the Book: The Postcard History series chronicles the history of small towns and downtowns 

across the country. Each book preserves the past through vintage postcard images and intimate    
messages and serve as nostalgic treats for both postcard hobbyists and experienced deltiologists alike. 
 
Serving as a primary method of communication in the early 1900's, postcards captured moments in 
time and, many years later, have often been found to be the only images of buildings, monuments, and 
places left in existence. Revealing the way of life of the average American, vintage postcards reveal 
authentic views of the time and place in which they were produced, and expose important insight into 
the society, cultural attitudes, and traditions of the past.  
 

About the Author:  Earle G. Shettleworth Jr. has served as the director of the Maine Historic 

Preservation Commission since 1976. In 2004, Gov. John Baldacci appointed Shettleworth as Maine 
state historian & reappointed him in 2008. The postcards used in this book are from the collections of 
the Maine Historic Preservation Commission, the Penobscot Marine Museum, and the Waterville     
Historical Society. 
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