
    CITY OF WATERVILLE 

           

REGULAR MEETING            COUNCIL MINUTES          APRIL 4, 2017 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

7:00 P.M. 

 

PRESENT: NICHOLAS ISGRO, MAYOR  

MIKE ROY, CITY MANAGER 

 

COUNCILORS: STEPHEN SOULE, NATHANIEL WHITE, LAUREN LESSING, 

SYDNEY MAYHEW, NICHOLAS CHAMPAGNE, WINIFRED 

TATE, JACQUELINE DUPONT 

 

PROCLAMATION 

CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT PREVENTION MONTH 

 

 

COMMUNITY NOTES 

 

Retired resident Bonnie Caron has lived in Waterville for 32 years 

and is living on Social Security. She stated that she has to budget 

the monthly amount she gets for her food, entertainment, and bills. 

She said that if the mil rate goes up again, then she will be forced 

to move out of town. Ms. Caron is currently paying an extra $130 a 

month in taxes due to the recent revaluation. She said that she 

would like to know what she is going to get out of the increase in 

the mil rate and who benefits from it.  

 

John Turner, Ward 6 resident, appreciates having a Parks & 

Recreation department that strives to get people outside and active. 

The Waterville Public Library has many good resources for employment 

opportunities. Turner also brought up revenue sharing as a core 

problem for Waterville and urged everyone to call their local 

representative to ask them to stop cutting the revenue sharing. He 

added Waterville is a wonderful community and worth investing in.  

 

A Ward 6 resident expressed her gratitude to teachers and the need 

to support teachers through revenue sharing. The increase in the 

budget for schools goes to help the schools, not to increasing 

salaries. This increase also prevents layoffs and she encourages 

support for the schools.  

 

Ward 5 resident Gary Maheux suggested that Mr. Haley and the school 

board close the Hall school, which is something that he feels should 

have happened years ago.  

 

Julian Payne mentioned that the reason for an increase in the Fire 

Department’s budget was due to an increase in the fire hydrant 

budget. He suggested needing to put a cap on the mil rate and 

freezing the current mil rate at 22.80. He added that residents are 

moving out of Waterville due to the high mil rate and understands 
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the schools need money, but asked where the money will come from 

next year? Mr. Payne was upset with the decision from the Councilors 

in the approval for the heating oil agreement between Spring Brook 

Oil Company and City of Waterville. Payne shared that there is 

another oil company that would be cheaper and the Council should 

have gone with a cheaper company.  

 

A Ward 4 resident spoke about Waterville having a hard time 

attracting big businesses to this area. He added that when 

businesses look at coming to a town they look at how well the 

schools are to determine if they should invest in that area. He also 

said that he would be willing to pay more in taxes for a year or two 

if that would allow bigger businesses to come into Waterville. He 

suggested if you adjust the budget, the school’s budget should be 

left alone.  

 

A Western Avenue resident spoke to the Council about the current dog 

ordinance in Waterville and said that he felt that it needed to be 

updated. The current ordinance states a Waterville residence can 

only own 3 dogs. He shared he has just been taken to court because 

he owns more than 3 dogs and now has 21 days to find new homes for 

10 dogs. He suffers from PTSD and having the dogs helps with his 

condition. He asked the Councilor’s to rethink the current ordinance 

because he has not been given an answer as to why the ordinance 

states only 3 dogs allowed in Waterville. 

 

Another Ward 4 resident who works at Colby College spoke in favor of 

the budget and explained that she chose to live in Waterville 

because of the school system. She suggested if the mil rate 

increases, we will need to find aid for senior citizens who live on 

a strict budget. 

 

Sandy Sullivan expressed concerns with the potential tax increase 

and how it will impact her budget, adding that she is already 

struggling to pay her bills.  

 

Waterville Main Street Director, Tracy O’Clair, announced that there 

will be a downtown clean up scheduled to take place on 4/22/17 from 

8-12 p.m. O’Clair announced that the Farmer’s Market would be 

starting back up beginning on 4/27/17 from 2-6 p.m. in Castonguay 

Square.  

 

Chair Soule asked whether any of the Councilors had any conflicts of 

interest with any items on tonight’s agenda. Councilors Tate and 

Lessing responded that they had a conflict of interest with Order 

58-2017, since they were employed by Colby College.  Councilor 

Champagne said that he had a conflict with Order 58-2017, since his 

employer used this parking area and was affected by this order. 
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APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING OF MARCH 21, 2017 

 

RESOLUTION 61-2017 ROLL OF ACCOUNTS NO 7 

 

Motion Made and Seconded for Approval of Consent Agenda 

Vote:  All in Favor (7-0) 

 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

 

ORDER 58-2017 LEASE FOR PARKING SPACES (FRONT STREET) 

 

Motion Made and Seconded to Read by Title Only 

Vote:  All in Favor (7-0) 

Motion Made and Seconded to Adopt 

Colby College VP of Planning said the parking agreement 

meets the City’s needs and the operation of a hotel. The 

hotel will create 45 new jobs and personal property taxes 

would be close to $37,000.  

Councilor Mayhew mentioned benefits on both sides, Colby 

would take care of the parking lot and the City would get 

taxes from the hotel.  

Al Hodsdon was excited for Colby wanting to improve the 

downtown and suggested breaking up the 40 year agreement 

to every 10 years. He also added the $28 per month was not 

a bad deal considering Colby will do all the plowing. He 

also suggested making City Hall’s Front St. parking a 

public parking spot and setting up a City parking account 

to spend on parking repairs.  

Mr. Phelps bought the Morning Sentinel 10 years ago and 

his employees use the Front St. parking lot. He expressed 

concerned about the parking at Head of Falls, since his 

employees will be parking down there once the hotel is 

built. He added the Head of Falls parking lot is not safe 

after dark and he was concerned with the safety of the 

stairs. He suggested using some of the money they would be 

saving to make improvements to the Head of Falls parking 

lot.  

Councilors Voting Yes:  Soule, White, Mayhew, Dupont 

Councilors Abstaining:  Lessing, Champagne, Tate 

Vote:  (4-0) 
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ORDER 60-2017 VIDEOTAPING COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

Motion Made and Seconded to Read by Title Only 

Vote:  All in Favor (7-0) 

Motion Made and Seconded to Adopt 

Councilors Voting Yes:  Soule, Lessing, Mayhew, Champagne, 

Tate, Dupont 

Councilors Voting No:  White 

Vote:  (6-1) 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

RESOLUTION 62-2017 ENDORSEMENT OF LION’S CLUB 

 

Motion Made and Seconded to Adopt 

          Vote:  All in Favor (7-0) 

 

 

RESOLUTION 63-2017 SALE OF THE CITY’S ASSETS IN THE PERC PLANT 

 

Motion Made and Seconded to Read by Title Only 

Vote:  All in Favor (7-0) 

Motion Made and Seconded to Adopt 

          Vote:  All in Favor (7-0) 

 

RESOLUTION 64-2017 BID AWARD – TRAFFIC PAINT 

 

Motion Made and Seconded to Adopt 

Sherwin Williams representative Cheryl asked Councilor 

Mayhew to recuse himself from this vote due to a family 

member working for Sherwin Williams. 

Councilor Lessing spoke in favor of accepting Sherwin 

Williams bid because they are local and if there is a 

problem with the product then it can be replaced faster 

than shipping the product back to Texas.  

Councilor Champagne stated the Council shouldn’t get 

comfortable accepting higher bids from local companies. 

Motion Made and Seconded to Amend to accept Sherwin 

Williams Co bid of $24,347.50. 

Councilors Voting Yes:  Soule, White, Lessing, Champagne, 

Tate, Dupont 

Councilors Abstaining: Mayhew 

Vote:  (6-0) 

Motion Made and Seconded to Adopt As Amended 

Councilors Voting Yes:  Soule, White, Lessing, Champagne, 

Tate, Dupont 

Councilors Abstaining: Mayhew 

Vote:  (6-0) 
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RESOLUTION 65-2017 ISSUANCE OF A LIQUOR LICENSE TO ITALI-AH, 

D/B/A NAPOLI MARKET 

 

Motion Made and Seconded to Read by Title Only 

Vote:  All in Favor (7-0) 

Motion Made and Seconded to Adopt 

          Vote:  All in Favor (7-0) 

 

 

RESOLUTION 66-2017 RENEWAL OF A SPECIAL AMUSEMENT LICENSE TO 

CHARLES GIGUERE, D/B/A SILVER STREET TAVERN 

 

Motion Made and Seconded to Read by Title Only 

Vote:  All in Favor (7-0) 

Motion Made and Seconded to Adopt 

          Vote:  All in Favor (7-0) 

 

 

MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

 

City Manager Roy reminded everyone that there will be a Parking 

Committee meeting on 4/5/17 at 5 p.m. Roy also added that there will 

be a Solid Waste meeting next Wednesday or Thursday and expressed 

his concern about the recycling bids. Roy announced that next 

Tuesday there will be another Budget workshop at 7 p.m. in the City 

Council Chambers. 

 

Roy announced Craig Suttie as the new IT Director and will be 

starting 4/18/17. 

 

 

Motion Made and Seconded to Adjourn 

Adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 

 

 

_________________ 

City Clerk 

 

 


