
FOR	IMMEDIATE	RELEASE	
CITY	OF	WATERVILLE	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 September	4,	2018	
	
	
STATEMENT	FROM	MAYOR	NICK	ISGRO	REGARDING	THE	2019	CHARTER	COMMISSION	AND	

ANNOUNCMENT	OF	WATERVILLE	WORKS	INITIATIVE	
	
	

In November, it is critically important that we elect city councilors who will focus on making 
Waterville Work for all her residents. Every vote should be taken with the following goal in mind: 
making Waterville the best place to live, work, and raise our families. Lobbyists, special 
interests, political parties, and those who do not live here should not have special access or 
influence over local government officials.  Ideas from residents on how to achieve our goal 
should be considered first and foremost. 
 
Based on resident feedback, I have 3 ideas I will be supporting as changes to the city charter 
when it is opened for review in 2019. 
 
First, I will support ending partisan elections for local offices. When we look at each other as 
neighbors, we think of Sandy, Jim, Karen, Hank, etc.—we don’t think of each other as 
Democrats and Republicans. We should do the same when we vote for Mayor, City Council, 
and other local offices. Many of us already ignore party registration when voting locally and we 
can encourage this by removing political affiliation from the ballot like many small towns do. We 
ought to just vote for the neighbor who we think would do the best job for Our City and not who 
any party tells us to vote for. Political parties are subject to influence by lobbyists and outside 
special interests, and they try to divide us by making us look at each other as adversaries 
instead of neighbors. It’s time to take away one of the ways we can be divided as a people and 
make it easier for folks who care deeply for our community to run for office.   
 
Second, anyone who is paid to lobby city officials—including councilors, city staff, and the 
mayor—on behalf of another entity should have to register with the city clerk as a lobbyist.  The 
registration process should include paying an annual fee, disclosing all communications with city 
officials, and filing a monthly report on all lobbying activity and compensation received. 
Lobbyists have to register with the state to lobby legislators in Augusta, so why not do this 
locally so we can have as much transparency as possible about who is trying to influence Our 
City? I will support this to help protect Waterville from paid influence-peddlers who do not have 
our best interests in mind.  
 
Lastly, I will support a change regarding property taxes. Having watched a lot of conflict in Our 
City on the issue of taxes—including multiple budget repeal efforts and double-digit tax 
increases—I think there must be a better way to keep Waterville affordable for working middle-
class families and seniors living on fixed incomes, while making sure critical needs are 
met.  One way to do this is to put a limit or a “cap” on the rate that property taxes can be 
increased. I would like to see a limit of no more than 3% per year (this figure is an example, as 
many may think it should be less). This would protect residents and eliminate wild proposals of 
13%, which are done to scare everyone so later they can tell us we should be happy with “only” 
an 8% increase. We can find common ground within reasonable guidelines that this kind of 
charter change would put in place. 



 
To make these ideas (and others) a reality, it is very, very important we vote to elect city 
councilors who will listen to residents.  We need city councilors who will support these types of 
initiatives in 2019 when the city charter can be amended.  Any candidates, regardless of political 
party affiliation, who support these principles will have my complete and total endorsement! You 
will be hearing more about several candidates in the weeks to come.  
 
I would like to hear your ideas. The name of this initiative is “Waterville Works”. Starting at noon 
today, please email your ideas to me at WatervilleWorks@waterville-me.gov and also leave 
them in the comments below. Ask any candidate who knocks on your door if they support 
“Waterville Works”. VOTE accordingly! 
	


