Energy Committee

September 22, 2009 
Members Present:  John Joseph, Elery Keene, Ken Fletcher, Bob Hussey, Tom Tietenberg, Chris Bryan, Greg Brown, Richard Thomas

It is important that people attend the next meeting, so people are calling those who are not here to remind them of them of the next meeting on Thursday in the board room of the REM Center at 5:00.  

Program 1.1

I.  Background

Dale McCormick will present information about the project that combines energy efficiency within neighborhoods.  Evidence says this works well.  Dale will be speaking about this at Thursday’s meeting.  This aligns well with discussions held prior to hearing from Dale.  The committee plans to write a grant application to fund this pilot project.  This could be called Block-by-Block.  The interns created a list of energy use for various buildings.   

Private money might be available from SAPPI.  Students could be involved in outreach programs to determine places that need attention.   Maybe banks would be interested in contributing or providing low interest loans. After members of this group have attended Cool Community Workshop on Oct. 3, a representative from each bank could be invited to a follow-up meeting.  KVCAP has a list of potential recipients; however, it is essential that we do universal service within an entire neighborhood.  A person from this committee should follow up with each house.  Concern was raised about how to reach non-LIHEAP eligible homes.    

PUC has stimulus money to access as well.  This is for residential energy conservation.  Ken Fletcher has information on Home Efficiency and Weatherization Program.  The goal is to do 4,000 homes statewide with a budget of 9 million dollars. 

More grants exist for efficient appliances and REGGI grant.

Our job will be publicity to get people to apply.  We need a customer support system with a location for people who need help to contact.  Multiple incentives might be provided if we have sufficient money.  Home owners need to contribute a share of the money for these audits.

II.  Wind

Two projects: educate about how to structure renewable community energy projects 

                       make a demonstration project to produce wind power

This area is not a viable place for wind power.  Based on the maps, we might get 6.4 meter per second; however, the highest consistent rating is on 5.5 meters per second at 160 feet.  Several blocks are marginal wind resources.   Two potential sites exist.  One is on the other side of Interstate from Colby; the other, at KVCC by Hammond Tractor.  Anemometers will be located in each place.  Students will be involved downloading data and interpreting it.  Turbines will be placed at 30 feet and 80 feet, so people can see the importance of higher turbines.  These will be by the school, plus they will be visible from I-95 for high visibility.

KVCC is applying for a grant to make the above happen.  Sustain Mid-Maine can not apply for the grant, but we have provided a letter of support.  It is not just a teaching tool for KVCC, but it is a way for the wider community to learn about wind power. This will hopefully be used to power KVCC buildings.  It is net energy build, but it may not create excess energy to sell back to CMP. It is the consensus of this group to support these projects. 

 KVCC also applied for a grant for solar panels as well.  

Discussion followed about the importance of creating a project that is successful.    Bob will contact the town manager of Pittsfield to learn more about their turbine.

There is a statewide conference on wind Oct. 6  from 7:30 AM to 6:15 PM at Augusta Civic Center.  People are invited to attend.

III.  District Energy Project

Mike Roy suggests a preliminary feasibility study for District Energy Project. Greg & Ken attended the Governor’s Task force on combined cooling, heating, and power (CCHP). Jeff Mylen director of Eastern Maine Medical Center has installed a co-generator that will pay for itself in 3 years.   Huhtamaki is interested in participating. They are a steam user who is using oil. We hope to eliminate oil and use a renewable Maine energy source.   Greg stated that the railroad has been advised that there is interest at the president’s level.  It is hoped to bring biomass in by rail.  John went to a meeting at Colby where a wood gasification process was explained.  As more and more alternatives are perfected, CMP needs to be reassured of their profit.  John is going to develop some questions and gather people to create a feasibility study.  The legislature just passed a law to bid out 50 kilowatts.  We could get our increments with a 20 year contract to buy this power.        

After Thursday’s meeting, the next meetings will be online monthly exchanges the second Saturdays of every month at 8 AM beginning Oct. 10. John will contact people if these online meetings can not occur.  There will be quarterly face-to-face meetings.  

